
THE INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS & SERVICES MAGAZINE
 FOR THE SOUTH-EAST EUROPEAN COUNTRIES

����������	
���

SEPTEMBER

ISSN 1312-0670

Visit the SEEIM web site: www.SEE-industry.com

issue�/2026issue�/2026

Southeast Europe needs
more cross-border capacity
and flexibility to strengthen

electricity markets

Southeast Europe needs
more cross-border capacity
and flexibility to strengthen

electricity markets



south-east european  INDUSTRIAL MARKET2

�������	
�� ����
�	�� ����
���	�� �	����� �

	���������������
���	��
������
���
������

�	�	����� ���� ���� �������	
�� ����
�	�
��������
� ��  ���	��	!� "��	��	!� #�����!
$�������� �	������	!� %��	��	!� �������	!
�����	!�����������!�&������!�'��	��	(
��� �
� ��
��������� ����� ��� ��	���� 	����� ���
)�������

���	��
�
� ��� ���� ����
���	��
�����
� ��
����������!�	������������������!��	���	�������
	�����	������
	���
�����������	
���������
�(

��������	
��
�������

��������	
����

�����������	
��

�
����������
�����	�
�� � ���������������� !

���������
����

�"���
�����	�
�� � ������������������

�����������

�
#
#�
�"�����
�����	�
�� � ���������������� !

�����������
�
��������������

$�
���%�������� � ����������� ! ���!

&�������%	'����� � ����������������(�

������)	�	
���� � �����������������(

*��	���+����,-	'��� � �����������(���(�(
��'�����
�����	�
��

�������
����
��������
�
�����	�
�� � �������������� !

ISSN 1312-0670
.���*��	���
�
�/�0����	�-
1���1�����
.-����
2��'3�����"
���1	��3

-����
	4��1� �������� 
-�� ���#-	4��� ���� 
�5
���
��	��1� "1��� �
	����13�#-�
�13�
�5
13��
4
3�����4�#��	�-
�������#��
�4
�����

-�� ��2
�6��"
-��	,�������"�#���	

���"1�� 	1� 	������� �����
4�#��	�-
�	�7�	������

�.-��$"��	1-����1-������
����-�����	����
7���
-��4��
��
1��7�
-�������
	1����
13������
	1	�������"
1����
������13� �	���� �����
	1	��� #"��	4�
	��13� �����
��	��1� ���
4��#������
	4��1
�8�#��	�-
1� �7� �������
	����� 
�������'13
���	1
��
��� 
�������'�13��
4
�������� 
�� 
-�	���2���1


®

south-east european  INDUSTRIAL MARKET2

IN THIS ISSUE:

���������������

���	������
�����
!� 3�04��
�9����&�1-���:���
3

��
�
�03��77	4���3�!�!(�;�7	�3�:"����	�

� ���������������� !
����	�<��77	4��
�����	�
��

®®®®®

4 Southeast Europe needs more cross-border capacity and

flexibility to strengthen electricity markets

8 Interview with Petros Petropoulos, Events & Exhibitions Manager

at PL Events

10 Diehl Aviation expands into Eastern Europe with new Romanian

plant

10 Slovenian energy company buys battery storage systems in

Bulgaria

11 DEHN opens new plant in Romania to meet rising European

demand

12 TiTE x IHT 2026 launches Global Buyer Invitation Program

14 MachTech&InnoTech Expo 2026 to bring together the latest

industrial technologies

14 Eurasia Packaging Istanbul 2026 to take place in October

15 The future of industrial measurement and non-destructive testing

on display at Control-Tech 2026

15 Solarplaza Summit Bulgaria explores the next phase of solar

growth



south-east european  INDUSTRIAL MARKET 3

C
O

M
PAN

Y AR
TIC

LE

04��11� 
-�����	4"�
"����#��	�1����� 	��"1
�	���4���	���1��7���1
�����"��#�3�1����������1�1	���
��
-����1
� 1"��	�-
3� 7���	��� #�2��� 	�
�� ���	����� 
���1�	11	��� ��
2��'1
� =���� 
-�� ����	��� 7	���1� �7
1�"
-����>����	��
��:"����	�?1�)��"�	���������13�#-�
����
�	4����"��1�������
�����4
�	4	
���
��
14����"�	���	��������4�������
�.-	1� ���	����� 
���17����
	��� ��7��4
1��� 7"������
��� 1
�"4
"���
1-	7
�	��
-�����������"��#����#�2������'�

�044���	���
���"��1��
3�2	�������1�����#�2���������
�
�����3�@��7�
-���"��#����6�	��?1����4
�	4	
��	��(�(�3��"
#��7���	���7�11	��7"��1�A�2-	4-�1"##�	��
(�3�@�A�7���
-��7	�1
�
	���	����4������-	1
���
�&�������3�
-������2������������
���1	
	������4-����
#���������	��1
���
�;����$�2����"��#�?1�&������;�����*��'�
�B"
���'�(�(��A�(������#��
1�
-�
����
����#��1�	�1
�������� C&D��7���2�1�����4�#�4	
��2����2	���	��(�(�3�#"1-	���
-��4"�"��
	���������
7���
�#�1
�
-���C.D�
-��1-����������	��(�(��A���11�
-���
2������1��7
������4-	���
-��(C.D����'

E�
�
-	1���#	����#������
�#��1��
1���	���#���
��13�"
	�	
	�1�����#��F�4
�������#��1�2	
-���4���

#��5��#���
	���������	
�
�:"	��	���������
	���4�#�4	
����#��1��
1������
-��7	�1
�#-�1���7���1"44�11�
7"���������
���1	
	��
�.-��4"����
����'�
�������1���7�4"1����1�1
���	�
����
	��3���	��1
��	�	
�����
	�
���	���
�#�2����	1#�
4-


The challenge of solar overcapacity
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The economic case for battery storage
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Eastern Europe takes the spotlight
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Evolving business models and firm power
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Rethinking energy: How Eastern Europe turns
solar growth into system value
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Intersolar Summit Romania: Scaling solar from market growth
to system value
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Southeast Europe needs
more cross-border capacity
and flexibility to strengthen

electricity markets
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Making better use of the ex-
isting network
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Stronger regional coordina-
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Completing market integra-
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Structural network bottle-
necks require investment
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Flexibility can bridge the gap
to evening peaks
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Demand as a source of flexi-
bility
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TeraPlast Group opens
polyethylene pipe factory

in Spain

Romania’s TeraPlast Group inaugurated its
new TeraPlast Iberia polyethylene pipe factory
in Okondo, Spain, on July 23, 2026, marking an
important step in its strategy to expand across
European markets. With an annual production
capacity of 16 000 tonnes, the facility is strate-
gically positioned to serve customers in West-
ern Europe and North Africa. The factory em-
ploys 79 people and already has a solid cus-
tomer base in Spain, France and Germany. Ter-
aPlast Iberia is expected to become a strategic
hub for expanding the Group’s operations in
Western Europe and strengthening its interna-
tional presence.

VESS breaks ground on
Bulgaria’s first vanadium flow

battery plant

On 16 July 2026, Vanadium Energy Storage
Systems (VESS) broke ground on Bulgaria’s first
automated vanadium flow battery (VFB) manu-
facturing plant, marking a major step in the
country’s clean energy transition. Located in the
Zagore-Elenino Industrial Zone in Stara Zagora,
the facility will form a key part of HEROS Park,
an integrated industrial ecosystem focused on
renewable energy technologies. Covering
6928,7 sq m, the plant will host Bulgaria’s first
fully automated production line for vanadium
flow battery stacks, a core component of long-
duration energy storage systems. The technol-
ogy is intended to support renewable energy
integration, grid stabilisation, industrial facilities,
data centres and critical infrastructure. The
plant is expected to create more than 120 high-
ly skilled jobs.

Photo: VESS

Photo: TeraPlast Group

Beyond the 2024 price spikes
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Olmet Technology: Optimizing turbine
blasting for efficient, uninterrupted

production
=���B���
�.�4-������3��77�4
	���
"��	������1
	�������1"�7�4��#��#���
	��������11��
	��


���4-	��	���-	�-�#���"4
�G"��	
�3��77	4	��
�#���"4
	�������4��
��������#���
	���4�1
1

.-	1� 	1�2-�� 
-�� 4��#���� �##���4-�1� ������ #��F�4
� �1� ��� ���	������� 
�4-�����	4��
1��"
	��3� 7�4"1	������
-��4"1
����?1�1#�4	7	4���G"	�����
1�����
-����������#���"4
	��
#��4�11

B���
�.�4-�������	1�
-���77	4	�����#��1��
�
	���	��:"����	���7�
-��;�����	������"7�4�


"�����7�
"��	���1-�
����1
	�����4-	��1�;.�*
�>"����B�	�#	��3�B2��������*��������7
B���
�.�4-������3� -�1������2��'	���2	
-�;.�*� 7�������� 
-���(�� ����1
�B���� 
-	1
#��	��3�
-��4��#����-�1�������#����5
��1	����5#��
	1��	��
"��	������1
	���
�4-������3
1"�7�4��#��#���
	����������1
	�������1	��1


Engineered solutions for demanding applications
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Surface preparation is critical to product quality
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Process optimization means higher productivity
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The right abrasive is part of the solution
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Uninterrupted production as a priority
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Technology and human trust
.-�� ��5
� ��4����2	��� ��	��� 7"�
-��� ������#���
1� 	�� 
"��	��� ���1
	��� ���� 1"�7�4�

#��#���
	��
�09�2	���1"##��
��	����1
	413�2-	���1���
�
"��	������1
	���1�1
��1������5�
#�4
���
����4����	�4���1	�����4�����
�;.�*�	1���������2��'	�������	���1
	��� 	�

-	1��	��4
	��

E�
3������1	���
�4-�����	4���������#���
3�-"����
�"1
�����	�1��11��
	��
�=���B���


.�4-������3�1"44�117"��4��#���
	���	1���1��������	��������	�����
�4-�	4���#��
����2-�
"����1
���1�
-���G"	#���
�����
-��#��4�113�#���	��1�1"##��
�2-��������������#���

�4
1�
-��4"1
����?1�	�
���1
1

9��	��"1
�	������1
	�������1"�7�4��#��#���
	��3�
�4-�������	1������#��
��7�
-���G"�
	��


���	����	��� �5#��
	1�3� #��4�11� �#
	�	,�
	��3� ���	����� 1���	4�� ���� �����
���� 
�"1
� ���
2-�
���'��	
�#�11	����
���4-	����
-��"�
	��
������<��77	4	��
3�-	�-�G"��	
������"�	�
���"#
�
���#���"4
	��




south-east european  INDUSTRIAL MARKET8

Following two successful editions of Automation &
Robotics Expo, how would you assess the event’s de-
velopment? Which trends are shaping the future of
the sector?
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In what ways has the second edition built on and ex-
panded the inaugural event?
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Our long-term objective is
to establish A&R Expo as an
annual international meeting

point for the SEE region

Petros Petropoulos,
Events & Exhibitions Manager at PL Events,

for South-East European Industrial Market Magazine

Are there plans to organize the event annually in the
coming years?

B"�������
������F�4
	���	1�
���1
���	1-�0"
���
	���J�>���
	41��5#���1���

���"���	�
����
	��������
	���#�	�
�7���
-�����	��
�.-��1
�������1#��1��7���

�5-	�	
��1������	1	
��1��	��1�"1�4��7	���4��
-�
�
-����	1���
-�����������

�����
"��
��4��
	�"���5#���	���
-���5-	�	
	���������7
�������


What feedback have you received about the format’s
effectiveness as a B2B platform? How does the event
position Greece and the region on the global map of
industrial innovation?

.-��7�����4'�-�1����������2-���	�����#�1	
	��
��5-	�	
��1�4��1	1
��
��

��#��
������
	���-	�-�G"��	
���"1	��11�4��
�4
13�	���
	7�	�����2��	1
�	�"
��1

����#��
���13�����	�	
	�
	���#��F�4
1�
-�
�4��
	�"����7
���
-���5-	�	
	��
�*���

4��#��	�1� ��14�	���� 
-�� ����
� �1� -	�-��� 
����
��� ��4�"1�� ������� �����

�	1	
���-��������"	���#��7�11	�����	�
���1
�	���"
���
	�����������
	41


B"������� 	1���
�1	�#��� 
�������	,�����
-��� 
������5-	�	
	��
�D���	��
�

�"	������	�
����
	������4�1�1
���
-�
�4����4
1�	��"1
��3��4����	�3�1
��
"#13



south-east european  INDUSTRIAL MARKET 9

	���1
��1�����#��	4���'��1
�0"
���
	���J�>���
	41��5#��	1�-��#	���#�1	
	��

&���4���1������	�������
�2�����
2�����"��#�3�
-��:��'��13�
-����1
���

*��	
�������������
-��*	�������1



D�����	����
-�����	���-�1�������"1�#�
��
	���
����4�������	�#��
��


-"��7��������4������"7�4
"�	�������	��"1
�	���	�����
	��3������5-	�	
	��1

�	'���"�1�4��
�	�"
�������	��	��� 
���
-��� 
-���	�-
�1
�'�-�����1�"��������

���7


Humanoid robot Sophia was among the headline at-
tractions at A&R Expo 2026. How did participants re-
spond to her during the event? What is the profession-
al audience’s attitude toward humanoid robotics and
embodied AI?
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As you look ahead, what message would you like to
share with Bulgarian companies and organizations
considering participation as exhibitors or partners?
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What role do robotics, automation and AI play across
PL Events’ broader exhibition portfolio? Do you see
greater convergence between the industries in focus?
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Diehl Aviation expands into Eastern
Europe with new Romanian plant
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Slovenian energy company buys
battery storage systems in Bulgaria

Photo: Diehl Aviation
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DEHN opens new plant in Romania
to meet rising European demand
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The future of industrial measurement and
non-destructive testing on display at

Control-Tech 2026
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Solarplaza Summit Bulgaria explores the
next phase of solar growth
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